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Whidbey Island Water Systems Association

• Represents water systems, private well owners

• About 100 members

• Group A, Group B water systems, private wells, associate members

• Recipient of a Public Participation Grant from Washington State Department of Ecology

• whidbeywatersystems.org  

• mail@whidbeywatersystems.org

mailto:mail@whidbeywatersystems.org


Disclaimer

This material is funded through a Public Participation Grant from the Washington State Department of 
Ecology. The content was reviewed for grant consistency but is not necessarily endorsed by the agency.​

Este material ha sido financiado por una Subvención de Participación Pública del Departamento de Ecología 
del Estado de Washington. El contenido de la subvención fue revisado para verificar su coherencia, pero no es 
necesariamente endosado por la agencia.



Overview

• Timeline

• Limits

• Detections

• Potential Sources

• Cleanup Process

• Environmental Report Tracking System 
(ERTS)

• PFAS Cleanup Guidance

• Alternative solutions for drinking water

• Sourcewater Protection

• Paying for cleanup

• Public Participation Grants



PFAS in Drinking Water Timeline

UCMR3 – Third Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule

EPA LHA – Environmental Protection Agency Lifetime Health Advisory

PFAS CAP – Per- and Poly-Fluorinated Alkyl Substances Chemical Action Plan

DOH SALs – Washington State Department of Health State Action Limits

MCL – Maximum Contaminant Level
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PFAS Regulatory Limits

PFAS PFAS Name
2016 EPA 

LHA 
ng/l

DOH 
SAL 
ng/l

Ecology 
Cleanup 

ng/l

2022 EPA 
LHA 
ng/l

GenX GenX Chemicals 24 10

PFBS (PFBS) PFbutane sulfonic acid 345 345 2000

PFHxS (PFHxS) PFhexane sulfonic acid 65 65

PFNA (PFNA) PFnonanoic acid 9 9

PFOA (PFOA) PFoctanoic acid 70 10 10 0.004

PFOS (PFOS) PFoctane sulfonic acid 70 15 15 0.02



DOH Voluntary Testing Program

• Group A water systems

• Take-up varied widely across the state 

• Some counties submitted no samples

• Overall, 1000 out of 7000 systems have been tested, but 
predominantly in the northwest 

• Island County is the leader, with 137 out of 293 Group A systems 
tested

• The 10% detection rate in Island County (14 systems) is holding 
up across the state

• 700 Group A, 1800 Group B, and thousands of private wells can 
be expected have detections

• With MCLs, new methods, and compulsory testing, thousands of 
exceedances can be expected



The data is in 
Sentry Internet | 
Washington State 

Department of Health

• Water quality data report

• Filter out pesticides

• Filter out non-detects (<=2 ng/l)

• Water system names are in a separate 
table. A lookup is needed.

https://doh.wa.gov/data-statistical-reports/environmental-health/drinking-water-system-data/sentry-internet
https://doh.wa.gov/data-statistical-reports/environmental-health/drinking-water-system-data/sentry-internet
https://doh.wa.gov/data-statistical-reports/environmental-health/drinking-water-system-data/sentry-internet


Island County PFAS 
Detections in DOH 
Voluntary Testing 

Program
• 14 systems with detections out of 137

• One exceeds old LHAs

• One exceeds SALs

• Four exceed new LHAs

BUT

• With MCLs and new analytical 
methods, many more exceedances can 
be expected



What are the sources of PFAS in drinking water?



AFFF - Washington State Department of Ecology

https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-toxic-chemicals/Addressing-priority-toxic-chemicals/PFAS/AFFF


PFAS in Firefighting 
Foam (wa.gov)

Collection and disposal program

Environmental Impact Statement

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2204037.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2204037.pdf


Product Replacement 
Program - Washington 
State Department of 

Ecology
Fire departments who plan to participate 

in Ecology’s AFFF firefighting foam 
disposal program

https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-toxic-chemicals/Product-Replacement-Program#map
https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-toxic-chemicals/Product-Replacement-Program#map
https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-toxic-chemicals/Product-Replacement-Program#map
https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-toxic-chemicals/Product-Replacement-Program#map


Cleanup process -
Washington State 

Department of Ecology

You are 
here

https://ecology.wa.gov/Spills-Cleanup/Contamination-cleanup/Cleanup-process
https://ecology.wa.gov/Spills-Cleanup/Contamination-cleanup/Cleanup-process
https://ecology.wa.gov/Spills-Cleanup/Contamination-cleanup/Cleanup-process


Statewide reporting 
form ERTS - Washington 

State Department of 
Ecology

Who is reporting?

Where did it happen?

What happened?

Who might be responsible?

https://ecology.wa.gov/Footer/Report-an-environmental-issue/statewide-issue-reporting-form
https://ecology.wa.gov/Footer/Report-an-environmental-issue/statewide-issue-reporting-form
https://ecology.wa.gov/Footer/Report-an-environmental-issue/statewide-issue-reporting-form
https://ecology.wa.gov/Footer/Report-an-environmental-issue/statewide-issue-reporting-form


Reporting Environmental Contamination



Cleanup Process in 
Action

Eastside Fire & Rescue Headquarters -
(16581) (wa.gov)

Initial Investigation

Further Action Required

Cleanup Started

Permeable Reactive Barrier

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/site/16581#site-documents
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/site/16581#site-documents


Cleanup Levels
Focus on: PFAS cleanup levels (wa.gov)

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2209075.pdf
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2209075.pdf


https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-toxic-chemicals/Addressing-priority-toxic-chemicals/PFAS/Cleanup-sites
https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-toxic-chemicals/Addressing-priority-toxic-chemicals/PFAS/Cleanup-sites


Submit a comment

Draft PFAS guidance for investigating & 
remediating PFAS contamination in 

Washington state (commentinput.com)

https://tcp.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=N4Uca
https://tcp.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=N4Uca
https://tcp.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=N4Uca


Alternative Solutions

Bottled water

Point of use filtration

Treatment of drinking water

Relocation of wells

Consolidation of water systems

Clean up of groundwater



Sourcewater
Protection

We are used to doing this for surface water

What tools exist to protect groundwater?



Paying for cleanup

A core principle of MTCA is “polluter pays”

Everyone who touches the material is a 
Potentially Responsible Person (PRP)

Some states have sued the manufacturers

It will take a long time to recover the money

Need a fund NOW!



Public participation grants - Washington State 
Department of Ecology

https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Payments-contracts-grants/Grants-loans/Find-a-grant-or-loan/Public-participation-grants
https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Payments-contracts-grants/Grants-loans/Find-a-grant-or-loan/Public-participation-grants
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